SCN Working Group on Micronutrients: Information Sharing Template for 2006 and
Earlier Activities

Table 1: Demographic Information

Reporting Individual Marinus Gotink

Institution/Organization UNICEF Manila

Contact address (Email) mgotink@unicef.org

Position Section Chief

Department/Section Health and Nutrition Section

Major focus of activities Support to others, Policy/Advocacy

Summary of activities The following will give an overview of UNICEF Manila’s involvement in actions to address micronutrient
malnutrition as a component of the Sixth Country Program for Children
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Activities
Table 2: Measurement, assessment, monitoring and reporting micronutrient deficiencies
Geographic area(s) covered by this table Philippines
Supporting Agencies (if relevant) USAID, CIDA, AusAid, Food and Nutrition Research Institute
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Prevalence Assessment X | X X X

The Philippines, through the Food and Nutrition Research Institute of the Department of Science and Technology, conducts national nutrition
surveys that include the dietary, biochemical, and clinical assessment of iodine, iron, and vitamin A status. The surveys are conducted about
every five years to provide the information support for the formulation of the Medium-Term Philippine Plan of Action for Nutrition, the
Medium-Term Agriculture Development Plan, and the Medium-Term Philippine Development Plan. In addition, an anthropometric survey is
conducted 2-3years (Updating of the Nutrition Situation of Selected Groups) after the national nutrition survey. In some instances, the survey
generates additional information, household use of iodized salt.

UNICEF’s involvement has been in extending financial assistance for one or more components of the survey. It has also extended technical
assistance in the design and analysis of data collected.

Training/Capacity Building I x I x] Ix] [x] [ | | | T | 1T ]
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UNICEF Manila is supporting capacity building on nutritional assessment in the context of emergencies, specifically in the areas affected by
Typhoon Durian. Capacity building will involve training of a core of local staff, and the actual conduct of the assessment. While the
assessment is envisioned to center on anthropometric methods of assessment, the plan, as of now, is to include a clinical assessment of the

marked nutrients.

Monitoring and Evaluation x

In addition to the assessment of the iodine status of the population, there have been efforts to monitor the extent of use of iodized salt. This
has been done as a component of the national nutrition survey and the anthropometric survey done at about the mid-point between the two
national nutrition surveys. As noted earlier, the surveys are conducted by the Food and Nutrition Research Institute of the Department of
Science and Technology

Analysis and Reporting [ xIx] [x[ Ix[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ |
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Table 3: Food Fortification
Geographic area(s) covered by this table Country
Supporting Agencies USAID, Department of Health
Micronutrients
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Commodities
Salt x  rrrrrfr rFrp ]
Activities
Policy and Advocacy X | X X
Operational Research X
Communication Support X
Provision of Fortification Equipment X

In the initial stages of the country’s salt iodization program, UNICEF, in cooperation with the Department of Health distributed salt iodization
machines. An ongoing effort is along the local fabrication of salt iodization machines.

Fortification Monitoring and Evaluation | X ] o

This involves participation in the testing of salt being sold in the country’s wet markets and those in warehouses. The testing is done through a
campaign called the Patak sa Asin (literally means drop in salt). Initially spearheaded by the Department of Health, several local government
units have institutionalized regular checks of salt sold and used at various points, e.g. wet market, supermarket, food establishments, etc.

Quality Assurance/ Quality Control for fortified
foods X

UNICEF provides both technical and financial assistance in formulating quality standards that are applicable to the nuances of the salt
industry. It also supports capacity building through trainings on the salt iodization technology and quality assurance. The trainings target salt
manufacturers, and workers involved in the salt iodization program. Capacity building also involves the provision of titration equipment to
help regional offices of the Department of Health in their regulatory functions, and the WYD kit to selected salt manufacturers for use in their
internal quality assurance system.

Fortification project size

| National/Regional Program x0T
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Table 4: Vitamin and Mineral Supplementation
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Geographic area(s) covered by this table 24 focal provinces of the country program
Supporting Agencies Micronutrient Initiative
Micronutrients
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Prevention Program o Ix] 1 Ix? 7 7 ]
Iron for infants and pregnant women and vitamin A capsules for women at post-partum
Supplementation project size
National/Regional Program X
Emergency Area X
Activities Cont.
Supplement’s Primary Distribution
Through Public Channels X X
Supplements in Emergencies X
Supplementation Monitoring/Evaluation X

The UNICEF is involved in the assessment of the coverage of the national vitamin A supplementation

Supplementation Targeted Groups
Women - rrrrxr ]
Specifically women at post-partum
Pregnant women X
Children 6-24 months of age X X

Some local government units covered by the current country program for children include iron supplementation in their respective
programs. On the other hand, the Department of Health spearheads a nationwide twice-a-year universal vitamin A supplementation
effort. UNICEF does not provide funding support for this supplementation, but is involved in advocacy and related activities.

Children 2 - 5 yrs of age N N S D

See note for group, children 6 — 24 mos
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Table 6: Other Public Health Intervention Links

Geographic area(s) covered by this table 24 focal provinces of the Sixth Country Program for Children

Micronutrients
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Hookworm Control I Ix! 1 1 1 [ 1 T T 1 1 1 1 /]
Polio/Immunizations - UNICEF assistance has been along procurement of the vaccines needed by government. UNICEF has also supported directly

the procurement of limited quantities of vaccines for disaster-stricken areas

Integrated Mgmt of Childhood Iliness - Yes

Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative - Yes

HIV/AIDS- Yes

Safe Motherhood - Yes

Emergency Situations - Yes
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Table 7: Other activities associated with each micronutrient(s)
Geographic area(s) covered by this table | 24 Focal provinces of the Sixth Country Programme for Children

Activities

Capacity building along programme management (from assessment to setting objectives to identifying and selecting options, to setting details
of implementation to actual implementation, monitoring and evaluation) especially at the local level, for nutrition programs that address not
only micronutrient malnutrition but also protein-energy malnutrition.

UNICEF also supports capacity building along the integrated monitoring system for local government units that looks into concerns related to
not only salt iodization but also to the other micronutrients and protein-energy malnutrition




